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the horror of his attendants, he persisted in visiting them
himself; he washed their sores with his own Jtiands, kissed
them, prayed over them, and consoled them.
"Pardon, blessed Jesus," exclaims Adam, "the unhappy
soul of him who tells the story 1 when I saw my master  5
touch those bloated and livid faces; when I saw him Mss the
bleared eyes or  eyeless  sockets, I shuddered with disgust.
But Hugo said to me that these afflicted ones were flowers
of Paradise, pearls in the coronet of the Eternal King waiting
for the coming of their Lord, who in His own time would 10
change their forlorn bodies into the likeness of His own glory."
He never  altered his own  monastic habits.    He never
parted with his hair-shirt, or varied from the hardness of the
Carthusian rule; but he refused to allow that it possessed any
particular sanctity.    Men of the world affected regret some-15
times to him that  they were held by duty to a secular life
when they would have preferred  to retire into a monastery.
The kingdom of God, he used to answer, was not made up of
monks and hermits.   God, at the day of judgment, would not
ask a man why he had not been a monk, but why he had not 20
been a Christian.    Charity in the heart, truth in the tongue,
chastity in the body, were the virtues which God demanded:
and chastity, to the astonishment of his clergy, he insisted,
was to be found as well among the married as the unmarried.
The wife was as honourable as the virgin.   He allowed women 25
(Adam's pen trembles as he records it) to sit at his side at
dinner; and had been known to touch and even to embrace
them.    "Woman,"  he once  said  remarkably,   "has  been
admitted to a higher privilege than man.    It has not been
given to man to be the father of God.   To woman it has been 30
given to be God's mother/'
Another curious feature about bim was his eagerness to be
present, whenever possible, at the burial of the dead. He
never allowed any one of his priests to bury a corpse if he were
bimself within reach. If a man had been good, he said, he 35